RESOLUTION 2017-09
Jefferson County Public Hospital District No. 2

A Resolution Regarding Medicare, Medicaid, and Federal Health Insurance Policy

WHEREAS, the people of east Jefferson County, a rural county, are served by Jefferson County Public Hospital District No. 2, a municipal corporation and taxing district governed by elected Hospital District Commissioners; and
WHEREAS, the people rely on Jefferson County Public Hospital District No. 2’s fully-integrated health care system, its Critical Access Hospital, its Rural Health and other clinics, and the many services it provides; and
WHEREAS, Jefferson County Public Hospital District No. 2 is the largest public employer in Jefferson County, providing local jobs for hundreds of people who support the local economy; and 

WHEREAS, 62.3% of the cash received by Jefferson County Public Hospital District No. 2 to fund operations comes from Medicare (47.5%) and Medicaid (14.8%) which is a substantial amount; and
WHEREAS, federal health care insurance changes in the past five years resulted in a decline in the proportion of uninsured people in Jefferson County to 9.3% and a decline in needs for charity care provided by Jefferson County Public Hospital District No. 2; and 
WHEREAS, many citizens cannot afford dental, hearing, or vision care that contribute to their health, safety, and quality of life; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of Jefferson County Public Hospital District No. 2 call on Congress to expand Medicare and Medicaid coverage to more citizens; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board call on Congress to add coverage for dental, hearing, and vision care to Medicare and Medicaid; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board call on Congress to make no changes to federal health care policies that would reduce the number of people covered; reduce the level of coverage; raise consumer costs for insurance, care, or prescriptions; or lower reimbursement levels to Critical Access Hospitals and Rural Health Clinics from federal programs; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Board invite other elected bodies, including but not limited to other public hospital districts and the Washington State legislature to support these goals.  
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